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Over the past four years, I have been the teaching assistant for five courses at UC Davis.
As a teaching assistant at UC Davis, I held 30-student discussion sections two to four times
per week to supplement material taught in lecture, as well as cover extra examples to reinforce
the concepts. Since lectures at UC Davis are quite large, ranging from 150 to 360 students,
discussion sections provide an opportunity to reinforce lecture material in a smaller class
setting. Additionally, I was chosen to lead the “Teaching of Economics” course in Fall 2013,
in which I taught new graduate students the essentials of being a teaching assistant and help
them to develop their teaching skills. Finally, I am also helping Ann Stevens develop a hy-
brid course, which has helped me learn more about teaching philosophy and delivery of content.

Below I present summaries of my teaching evaluations as a teaching assistant at UC Davis
and a selection of quotes from students. I am happy to provide the complete, unedited set of
evaluations upon request.
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Statistics

Table 1: Summary of Teaching Evaluations
Quarter Course Professor Rating (out of 5) Rating (out of 5)

“The discussion section
was a good educational

experience”

“Overall, the TA did a
good job in this course”

Fall 2010 Principles of Microeconomics David Lang 4.3 4.6
Winter 2011 Principles of Microeconomics Scott Carrell 4.0 4.5
Spring 2011 World Economic History John Parman 3.5 3.8
Summer 2011 American Economic History Janine Wilson 4.3 4.5
Fall 2011 Labor Economics Giovanni Peri 4.0 4.5
Fall 2013 Teaching Economics Douglas Miller 4.7 5.0
Department Average – 4.3

Notes: Evaluation ratings are out of 5 points, where 5 means ”strongly agree” and 1 means ”strongly disagree.” A
department average is not calculated for the question about educational experience.

Table 2: Detailed Teaching Evaluations - Three Most Recent Courses
American Economic History Labor Economics Teaching Economics

Summer 2011 Fall 2011 Fall 2013
Statement % Agree % Disagree % Agree % Disagree % Agree % Disagree

The TA presents material in a clear
and organized manner

92% 0% 92% 0% 100% 0%

The TA stimulates discussion in sec-
tions

78% 4% 60% 4% 100% 0%

The TA is responsive to questions 80% 0% 92% 0% 100% 0%

The TA is available and helpful to
students during office hours

80% 0% 86% 0% 100% 0%

The TA is responsive to difficulties
students have in understanding the
course material

84% 2% 84% 0% 100% 0%

Notes : Evaluation ratings are out of 5 points. % Agree are students that indicated a 5 (“Strongly agree”)
or 4 (“Agree”), while % Disagree are those who indicated a 1 (“Strongly disagree) or 2 (“Disagree”).
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Representative Student Quotes

Principles of Microeconomics

“Really funny and personable. Always helped explained concepts more clearly.
Went out of his way to make sure we really understood everything.”

“Andrew was a great TA. He helped make difficult concepts more understand-
able, and made the course more enjoyable. Best TA I have ever had!”

“The TA was very helpful and skilled at clarifying complicated concepts. He
also provided many extra resources like websites, worksheets, and extra office hours
that were very helpful.”

“Very engaging and very helpful only thing I’d recommend is handing out
worksheets to fill out through discussion.”

“The TA really shows that he cared about his sections success and understand-
ing in the class by provided (sic) extra office hours and sample problems before
midterms. Very approachable and easy going! MR=P=AR=D!! Great Tips!
Would love to have him be my TA again. Good luck on becoming a professor.”

“Andrew made things that were confusing in lecture more clear during the
discussion. He provided good examples that helped on the midterms.”

“Loved the enthusiasm and the way he taught us.”

“TA was helpful during discussion reinforce ideas from lecture. Also brought
other important material related to economics.”

“Since we don’t really look at examples in class, it would really be beneficial to
be presented with problems similar to what might be asked on our tests. However,
I saw our discussion classes as something like an extra office hour.”

“Very good TA, very knowledgeable and extremely clear about material. Helped
a lot!”

“Andrew was an incredibly helpful T.A. He had extra office hours, created
study guides, and incorporated more details in an otherwise large theory class.
Very much appreciated.”

“Andrew was hands down the best TA I’ve ever had. He was clear and helpful.
He had a great way of sharing the info in a new, exciting way.”
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“He did his best to help us understand the material and do well on the tests
and tried to keep the discussion lively with occasional humor.”

“Andrew Foote was a great TA. He introduced ways to see the material in a
different perspective so it allowed us to further understand the material. I really
enjoyed having Andrew as my TA. He was really helpful to my success in the class.”

“Had a loud booming voice that got everyone’s attention. Good job.”

World Economic History and Colonial American Economic History

“I really liked this TA and the material he taught us was a lot. However, he
wasn’t able to talk about important test material.”

“I thought Andrew was a very good TA who was helpful, friendly, and response
when asked questions. Also, he seemed to truly enjoy being a TA which is often a
rare trait among TAs.”

“TA was very helpful during discussions. He answered all the questions I had.
Thank you very much!”

“He has good communication skills. He has a good sense of humor which
helped staying awake in section.”

“Perhaps the best econ TA I have encountered during my stay at UC Davis.
Got to the important details and always looking to help out.”

“Andrew is great and always available to help as much as he can. He’s very
knowledgeable, and always willing to a helping hand.”

Labor Economics

“Great TA went through material in a very clear way. Explained thoroughly if
students were having problems.”

“Very very helpful in office hours.”

“Thank you!! Andrew was extremely helpful during office hours on all home-
work assignments.”
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“Andrew was one of the best TAs I have ever had. He was great at explaining
problems and extremely responsive to student questions. Also he is hilarious
Office hours and discussion were always fun.”

Teaching Economics

“Class was a nice opportunity to talk about TA stuff. Andrew was nice and
helpful.”

“Andrew did great job. I appreciated his comments, but the course as a whole
wasn’t worth the time.”
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