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As an educator, I strive to make the concepts of economics clear and approachable to
students in my classes. My passion for economics allows me to teach with energy and
enthusiasm, and teaching has always reminded me why I was first interested in economics.
When learning economics, many students get discouraged by a tepid presentation of the
material and the overwhelming number of equations presented to memorize. When I teach
economics, I instead try to present material in an enthusiastic and engaging manner, and
focus on how economics applies to everyday decisions, as well as current events and public
policy. My teaching philosophy consists of three main goals: to make the subject of economics
engaging to students; to focus on the intuition in economics; and to challenge students to
think critically and apply economic concepts, particularly in unfamiliar situations.

Fundamentally, to successfully teach economics, the material must be engaging for students.
In the courses in which I have taught as a teaching assistant, I have tried to engage students
in a number of ways. First, I provide anecdotes or real-life examples of the concepts that I
am teaching. This helps students by showing them that the concepts are directly relevant to
their lives. Because students engage with and remember stories more effectively than pure
information, it also helps students to remember the concept by having a reference point in
order to recall the information later. Second, to engage the students with the material, I
allow my natural enthusiasm for economics to drive my lectures. I have learned in my years
of teaching that students are only excited about the topics for which you show excitement,
and so I try to show a lot of enthusiasm when teaching. Students have appreciated the way
in which I tried to make economics engaging.

“Andrew teaches econ with enthusiasm and makes discussion enjoyable.”

“Andrew really gave us great materials that helped us do well in the class. He
also seemed enthusiastic about the material.”

“Really funny and personable. Always helped explained concepts more clearly.
Went out of his way to make sure we really understood everything.”

Another crucial part of my teaching philosophy is focusing my instruction on the intuition
underlying economic concepts. While enthusiasm can initially engage students, if I then
present a lot of disparate, unconnected equations to discuss a concept, they will immediately
become confused and disengage with the material. Rather than over-using formulas in the
initial presentation of a concept, I first try to explain the intuition of the concept, and then
present the equations as a natural expression of that intuition. I have seen many students in
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classes I have taught spend an inordinate amount of time learning the math in an economics
class, which turns their focus away from the economic concept that is being taught. By
presenting the intuition first, and then using equations, I allow students to focus on learning
economics, rather than memorizing equations. Because most economic problems in the real
world do not come presented as equations, economic intuition allows students to understand
how to apply these concepts to a broader set of problems. I have also found it important in
my own teaching to not rely on slides to teach, because it allows me to cover material too
quickly. Rather, presenting material on the board allows me to slow down and talk through
the intuition of the problem. In my time teaching at UC Davis, students were particularly
thankful for the way I explained concepts.

“Responsive to students need and nails down the significance points/concepts
that should be understood. Enthusiastic and willing to help students.”

“Andrew Foote was a great TA. He introduced ways to see the material in a
different perspective so it allowed us to further understand the material. I really
enjoyed having Andrew as my TA. He was really helpful to my success in the class.”

“Andrew is a great TA, he clearly explains the material in a manner that is
easy to comprehend.”

Because I focus on teaching the intuition behind economic concepts, I am able to then
challenge students to think critically by presenting them with problems that they have not
seen before, and fully expect them to be able to address the problems. I plan on doing this
in classes I teach by writing test questions that rely on an understanding of the intuition
behind the concept, rather than repeating examples shown in class. Additionally, depending
on the size of the class, I plan on asking students to write short essays describing news stories
and how economic concepts can be used to address certain policy questions. In the classes I
teach, I also want to devote some of the class time to have students problem-solve difficult
economic questions together, in order for them to understand material more deeply. Students
have shown that they appreciate the way that I challenge them.

“Andrew Foote was a great TA. He introduced ways to see the material in a
different perspective so it allowed us to further understand the material. I really
enjoyed having Andrew as my TA. He was really helpful to my success in the class.”

“Andrew was an incredibly helpful T.A. He had extra office hours, created
study guides, and incorporated more details in an otherwise large theory class.”

“TA was helpful during discussion reinforce ideas from lecture. Also brought
other important material related to economics”

Teaching has been a rewarding aspect of my graduate career, and has consistently reminded
me what originally attracted me to economics. Because of the excellent evaluations I have
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received, I was chosen to lead the “Teaching of Economics” course in Fall of 2013 at UC
Davis. I taught new graduate students the essentials of being an effective teaching assistant.
Mentoring new teachers reinforced my passion for teaching, while also helping me to analyze
more deeply the concepts behind teaching. Additionally, as a research assistant for Professor
Ann Stevens, I am helping to develop a hybrid course entitled “Poverty, Inequality, and
Public Policy,” in which lectures are delivered via online video, and class time is devoted to
discussions and writing policy statements. Helping to develop this class has enabled me to
learn how a course is developed from scratch, as well as forcing me to think pedagogically
about how information is presented to students. My teaching fields include microeconomics,
labor economics, economics of education, public economics, and empirical methods for applied
microeconomics.

3


